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Me.  Chaibman  and  Gentlemen, 

Situated  in  a  broad,  shallow,  upland  valley  403  to  445  feet  above 
the  sea  level,  with  a  tributary  to  the  Tame  passing  through  it  from  North 
West  to  South  East,  Willenhall  is  inhabited  by  a  hardy  population 
almost  exclusively  engaged  as  retail  traders,  and  in  the  production  of 
hardware  goods — chiefly  locks,  keys  and  castings.  The  sub-soil  is  a 
heavy  clay  or  clay  mixed  with  gravel  ;  the  relatively  small  slope  in 
the  land  makes  the  problem  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  difficult  ; 
women  and  girls  are  largely  employed  in  factories  and  work-shops  ; 
child  labour  has  been  much  reduced  in  recent  years  ;  many  streets 
are  still  not  properly  made  ;  and  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  small 
and  built  in  blocks  having  yards  used  in  common  by  the  occupiers. 
These  facts  all  have  some  reference  to  the  incidence  and  causes  of 
disease  during  the  year. 

The  sickness  rate  amongst  adults  was  up  to  the  average  between 
February  14th  and  March  31st,  and  between  November  1st  and 
December  14th — when  the  air  was  heavily  charged  with  moisture. 
It  was  considerably  under  the  average  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Amongst  children,  it  was  considerably,  under  the  average  from  general 
causes  throughout  the  year — but  infectious  disease  was  very  pre¬ 
valent  from  June  onwards.  Excessive  heat  in  September  produced 
the  usual  effect  wherever  latent  causes  of  disease  existed,  which 
simply  required  a  rise  of  temperature  to  develop  into  activity. 

Casters  were  busy  throughout  the  year,  but  I  doubt  whether 
the  lock  and  key-smiths  had  anything  approaching  full  employment. 
The  locksmiths’  strike  in  1902  led  to  the  invention  of  new  machinery, 
by  which  locks  are  more  rapidly  made  than  hitherto,  and  by  un¬ 
skilled  labour.  In  recent  annual  reports  I  have  shown  that  the 
average  number  of  Willenhall  people  who  died  in  Public  Institutions 
beyond  the  District  had  risen  from  about  14  to  over  30  annually 
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since  1901  ;  and  I  have  now  to  report  that  the  number  in  1906 
reached  the  unprecedented  total  of  45.  From  inquiries  made,  I 
learn  that  the  District  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  advises  the  aged 
poor  to  enter  the  new  Union  House  more  freely  than  he  did  the  old 
House,  and  that  more  actually  do  go  there  ;  that  the  Guardians  en¬ 
courage  in-door  treatment  more  than  they  did  before  the  new  Union 
Infirmary  was  built  ;  that  there  is  more  poverty  in  the  town  than 
there  was  previous  to  the  locksmiths’  strike  ;  and  that  he  has  more 
cases  to  attend  to  for  the  Parish  than  he  had  before  the  strike. 

I  estimate  the  population  to  be  19,460,  living  in  3,790  houses  ; 
based  upon  an  average  of  5'1  persons  to  each  house,  as  at  the  last 
Census  ;  and  adding  131 — the  estimated  proportion  of  inmates  of  the 
Union  House,  from  the  township. 

There  wrere  589  births  and  317  deaths  registered  in  the  District, 
equal  to  a  Birth-rate  of  30*2,  and  a  Death-rate  of  16'2  per  thousand 
per  year  ;  as  compared  with  an  average  of  35 ’8  and  18  ‘6  respectively 
in  the  ten  preceding  years.  The  Birth-rate  was  the  lowest  since  the 
division  of  the  Township  into  two  Districts  in  1871.  The  Death-rate 
was  only  twice  lower  since  1851.  The  Death-rate  from  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases  was  2*8  ;  as  compared  with  an  average  of 
2 ’7  in  the  ten  previous  years.  The  net  Death-rate  of  all  belonging 
to  the  District  was  18'6  per  thousand  per  year — that  is  to  say, 
including  those  who  died  in  public  institutions  beyond  it. 

Ninety-seven  children  died  under  one  year  old,  equal  to  a  rate 
of  164 -6  per  thousand  births  registered  ;  as  compared  with  an  average 
of  181 '5  in  the  ten  preceding  years.  Although  in  this,  and  in  each 
of  the  four  previous  years,  there  was  a  satisfactory  decline  in  infantile 
mortality,  the  rate  is  still  much  higher  than  it  should  be.  In  looking 
through  the  figures  from  1900  to  1906,  both  inclusive,  I  find  there 
were  12  deaths  of  infants  from  Measles,  24  from  Whooping  Cough, 
92  from  Diarrhoea,  19  from  Consumption,  4  from  inherited  disease 
the  result  of  vice,  and  106  from  debility  from  premature  birth. 
Probably  little  more  will  be  done,  than  can  now7  be  done,  to  prevent 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  until  the  precise  nature  of  the  diseases 
has  been  ascertained  by  research  in  bacteriological  laboratories. 
With  better  sanitary  surroundings,  and  more  intelligence  in  the 
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feeding  of  infants,  it  is  probable  nearly  the  whole  of  the  lives  of  those 
who  died  from  Diarrhoea,  might  have  been  saved.  With  a  better 
and  cleaner  milk- supply,  it  is  probable  consumption  in  infants 
would  be  rarely  met  with.  Premature  birth  is  sometimes  the  result 
of  accident  ;  sometimes  due  to  parental  vice — not  so  often  here  as  in 
many  towns  ;  but  oftener  still  to  the  hardships  which  accompany 
poverty.  Employment  of  married  women  in  factories  often  leads  to 
neglect  of  home  and  children,  and  to  the  improper  feeding  of  infants. 
We  have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  that  it  has  been  shown  that  it  is  “  twice  as  dangerous  to  feed 
an  infant  on  condensed  milk  as  on  fresh  cow’s  milk,  fifty  times  as 
dangerous  to  feed  an  infant  on  cow’s  milk  as  on  breast  milk,  and  a 
hundred  times  as  dangerous  to  feed  it  on  condensed  milk  as  on  breast 
milk.”  “The  mortality  of  hand-fed  infants  is  said  to  be  ten  or 
fifteen  times  greater  than  that  of  breast-fed  infants  and  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  believe  it  would  so  be  found  in  this  town.  Thirty-five 
years  ago,  I  drew  up  and  largely  circulated  for  many  years  at  my  own 
cost,  a  card  of  instructions  on  the  management  of  young  children, 
similar  to  some  now  in  circulation  by  neighbouring  Councils.  Good 
may  have  resulted,  but  not  to  the  desired  extent.  If  the  Council 
sanctions  it,  I  will  draw  up  another  for  circulation  by  the  Eegistrar 
of  Births—  after  thirty  years  of  public  elementary  education,  the 
result  may  be  more  pronounced.  Cleaner  cow-sheds,  cleaner  milk, 
cleaner  homes,  cleaner  air,  cleaner  courts,  yards  and  back  premises, 
cleaner  and  harder  streets,  and  the  systematic  medical  inspection  of 
children  attending  public  elementary  schools  would  all  tend  in  this 
town  to  reduce  child  mortality.  Some  of  these  the  Council  can 
provide,  and  what  the  Council  can’t,  the  people,  who  have  the  will, 
can.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this,  that  I  consider  Willenhall 
worse  than  other  towns  of  a  similar  class  near  at  hand — on  the  con¬ 
trary,  in  some  respects  I  know  it  to  be  better.  My  whole  aim  is  only 
to  try  to  mend  matters,  with  full  knowledge  of  the  financial  and 
ocher  difficulties  the  Council  has  to  face.  I  also  regard  with  suspicion 
some  of  the  so-called  sterilized  milk  on  sale,  and  hope  that  several 
samples  will  be  secured  by  the  County  Inspector  of  Foods  and  put  to 
the  test  in  the  course  of  this  year. 
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The  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  certified  were  : — Diphtheria  8, 
Scarlet  Fever  168,  Enteric  Fever  JO,  Continued  Fever  1,  Puerperal 
Fever  5,  and  Erysipelas  21 ;  whilst  of  non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
there  came  to  my  knowledge  : — Measles  560,  Chicken  Pox  160, 
Whooping  Cough  71,  Mumps  24,  Diarrhoea  62,  and  Influenza  8.  Of 
these,  3  died  from  Scarlet  Fever,  3  from  Enteric  Fever,  1  from  Con¬ 
tinued  Fever,  4  from  Puerperal  Fever,  2  from  Erysipelas,  14  from 
Measles,  5  from  Whooping  Cough,  30  from  Diarrhoea,  and  4  from 
Influenza.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  4  deaths  from  Diarrhoeal 
Diseases,  as  distinct  from  Diarrhoea,  which  according  to  official 
request  appear  in  different  forms  in  Tables  4  and  5. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria,  the  drainage  of  30  Doctor’s  Piece, 
referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  has  been  completed  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  your  Surveyor.  Nothing  likely  to  have  given  rise  to  the 
disease  was  found  on  any  of  the  premises  infected  in  1906,  except  at 
Court  1,  King  Street,  which  I  am  informed  is  about  to  be  improved. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  more  numerous  than  in  any  year 
since  1881,  and  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ;  but  the  fatality  was 
nothing  like  as  great  as  it  used  to  be.  Although  there  is  still  a  great 
deal  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  charge  of  patients, 
many  more  cases  are  well  looked  after  now  than  used  formerly  to  be 
the  case.  Only  one  of  the  168  cases  was  treated  in  a  Hospital.  Six 
cases  in  one  house,  in  Queen  Street,  with  two  bedrooms,  and  other 
persons  not  ill  in  the  house  besides,  again  demonstrated  the  need  of 
an  Isolation  Hospital.  Satisfactory  isolation  was  secured  on  tailors’ 
premises  in  Cross  Street  and  Cemetery  Road,  and  dressmakers’ 
premises  in  Albion  Road  and  Gipsy  Lane.  Children  were  sent  home 
id  or  in  the  peeling  stage  from  Walsall  Road  and  Russell  Street 
Schools,  and  instructions  as  to  disinfection  were  given.  A  butcher 
left  his  home,  and  was  satisfactorily  removed  from  infection,  whilst 
he  still  carried  on  his  business.  Several  small  retailers  of  sweets 
were  induced  to  discontinue  sale  until  risk  of  conveying  infection  was 
over.  A  laundry  woman  in  Fletcher’s  Lane  discontinued  receiving 
clothing  for  several  weeks  in  consequence  of  infection.  Four 
Teachers  in  elementary  schools  were  satisfactorily  housed  away  from 
home,  whilst  there  was  infection  at  home.  A  lady  seized  with  Scarlet 


Fever  the  day  following  confinement,  led  to  suspicion  her  childrerl 
might  have  infected  her.  Telegraphic  inquiries  cothe  place  to  which 
they  had  been  removed  proved  that  they  were  unconsciously  suffering 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  they  were  at  once  isolated.  Several  play¬ 
mates  of  these  children  in  the  Crescent  Road  were  found  to  have 
Scarlet  Fever  a  few  days  later.  Inquiries  were  made  into  the  origin 
of  the  milk  supply,  hut  the  sources  of  supply  were  so  varied,  that 
infection  from  milk  seemed  improbable.  In  two  cases,  distributors 
of  milk  wTere  informed  of  the  provisions  of  the  Milkshops  Order 
Regulations  ;  both  discontinued  distributing  at  once,  but  one  resumed 
distribution  too  early  ;  prosecution  was  threatened,  and  satisfactory 
arrangements  were  thereafter  secured.  Efforts  were,  made  in  every 
case  to  secure  as  perfect  isolation  as  the  construction  of  the  premises 
and  the  means  of  the  sufferers  would  permit ;  and  when  practicable 
bedrooms  and  bedding  were  disinfected  on  recovery  or  death.  A 
large  part  of  the  998  articles  disinfected  by  the  steam  disinfector  at 
Bentley,  would  be  from  houses  infected  by  Scarlet  Fever. 

With  regard  to  Enteric  Fever,  in  three  cases  nothing  insanitary 
was  found  on  the  premises  ;  in  Wolverhampton  Street  the  property 
has  since  been  properly  drained  and  wash-down  closets  have  been 
substituted  for  privy-midden  ;  in  Union  Street  the  cellar  had  recently 
been  damp,  due  to  stoppage  of  drains,  and  it  w7as  immediately  cleansed 
and  lime-washed,  after  the  defects  found  had  been  remedied  ;  at  17 
Stafford  Street,  the  probable  cause  was  a  blocked  waste-water  closet  ; 
at  27  Acorn  Street,  there  had  recently  been  back-pounding  of  foul 
wTater  into  the  cellars  of  28  and  29  adjacent,  due  to  blockage  of  the 
sewer  with  silt,  which  had  been  remedied  shortly  before  the  patient 
was  taken  ill  ;  at  27  New  Street  an  insanitary  cess-pit  had  just  been 
attended  to  ;  and  at  5  John  Street,  although  nothing  likely  to  have 
caused  the  disease  was  found,  overcrowding  wTas  detected,  and  no 
Notice  of  abatement  I  am  informed  has  yet  been  given. 

In  September  two  young  women  died  from  a  Continued  Fever 
of  anomalous  type  at  29  Crescent  (one  of  the  deaths  being  registered 
as  caused  by  Diarrhoea).  The  house  was  small  and  overcrowded, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  were  such  that  could  never  have  been 
allowed,  if  the  sanitary  staff  were  large  enongh  to  secure  an  annual 
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house-to-house  inspection.  I  advised  the  occupiers  to  “clear  cut  ” 
at  once,  and  at  the  earliest  moment  condemned  the  premises  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  them  fit 
for  habitation  again,  and  the  work  done  is  about  to  be  inspected. 

With  regard  to  Puerperal  Fever,  the  deaths  were  more  numerous 
than  in  any  year  since  J872,  beyond  which  I  have  no  record.  Four 
of  the  women  w7ere  attended  by  untrained  registered  midwives,  until 
they  became  seriously  ill.  Full  advice  was  given  to  the  midwives  as 
to  the  management  of  their  patients,  themselves,  their  instruments, 
and  the  clothing  and  bedding  of  the  patients,  and  Buie  5  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  was,  I  think,  fully  complied  with.  Similar 
advice  was  given  to  and  acted  on  by  another  registered  midwife, 
calculated  to  prevent  her  giving  infection  to  the  lying-in.  Apart  from 
Puerperal  Fever,  there  was  a  most  unusual  number  of  deaths  after 
parturition,  from  varying  causes. 

One  of  the  fatal  cases  of  Erysipelas  was  of  traumatic  origin. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Measles  far  exceeded  the  number  in  any 
year  since  I  became  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1888,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  1897.  I  remember  no  epidemic,  in  which  the  disease  travelled 
with  such  rapidity,  attacking  almost  simultaneously  large  numbers  of 
infants  in  one  school  after  another,  at  short  intervals,  and  pointing 
with  fair  precision  to  the  probability  that  a  child  in  each  school  was 
present,  suffering  from,  but  unsuspected  as  suffering  from,  the  disease. 
All  wTho  died  were  as  usual  under  5  years  old,  but  deaths  were  far 
less  numerous  than  in  many  previous  epidemics.  The  organization 
for  obtaining  early  information  of  infectious  diseases  amongst  school 
children  is  probably  as  perfect  here,  as  in  any  place  in  the  kingdom. 
The  Council  knows  my  belief  that  the  close  aggregation  of  young 
children  at  ichool  is  a  frequent  cause  of  epidemic  disease  and 
especially  of  Measles,  and  I  have  an  opinion  that  education  before 
attaining  the  age  of  5  is  of  little  value.  Measles  is  contagious  before 
the  rash  appears,  and  I  cannot  think  of  any  way,  better  than  that 
usually  adopted,  to  get  earlier  information  than  we  now  get  of 
suspected  cases,  except  the  appointment  of  a  school  Medical  Officer  ; 
and  even  then,  to  detect  suspicious  cases  of  Measles,  he  must  be  at 
the  school  early  in  the  day,  and  often,  if  good  practical  results  are  to 
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be  obtained.  To  combat  the  spread,  and  diminish  the  danger,  from 
Measles,  I  drew  up  a  printed  form  of  caution  and  instructions  early 
in  June,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  and  of  which  a  copy  was 
diiected  to  be  delivered  at  every  house  known  to  be  infected  by  the 
disease.  On  June  16th,  I  advised  closure  of  the  Central  Council 
Schools  InfanfesDepartment  for  one  month,  and  I  believe  school  closure 
was  beneficial.  At  this  time,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  the  disease 
was  propagated  by  the  stle  of  ice  creams.  The  main  epidemic  how¬ 
ever  started  at  the  Darlasfcon  end  of  the  town,  and  led  to  the  closure 
of  the  Walsall  Eoad  Council  Schools  InfantsDepartment  for  one 
month,  and  of  the  Mixed  Department  for  three  days  from  October 
15th  ;  of  the  InfantsDepartment  of  the  same  School  for  a  further 
period  of  14  days  ;  of  the  Russell  Street  Council  Schools  Infants 
Department  from  November  8th  to  December  10th,  and  of  the  Mixed 
Department  for  2  days  ;  of  the  Little  London  Council  Schools  Infants 
Department  for  one  calendar  month  from  November  22nd,  and  of  the 
Mixed  Department  for  3  days  ;  of  the  Wesleyan  Schools  Infants 
Department  for  one  calendar  month,  and  of  the  Mixed  Department  for 
2  days  from  the  same  date  ;  of  the  Little  London  Council  Schools 
Mixed  Department  from  December  10th  to  22nd  ;  and  of  both  Depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Portobello  Council  Schools  from  December  15tb  to  22nd. 
How  far  school  closure  did  good  in  checking  the  disease,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  with  accuracy,  but  in  some  cases  I  believe  it  did  protect 
children  at  any  rate  in  the  Mixed  Departments,  whilst  in  every  case 
school  work  was  sufficiently  disorganized  to  call  for  closure,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  considerations  of  health.  All  the  Schools  and  school 
furniture  were  directed  to  be  disinfected  and  cleansed,  and  where 
Sunday  School  Classes  were  held,  advice  to  discontinue  them  was 
given.  An  elementary  School  Teacher  in  whose  house  there  was 
Measles,  was  satisfactorily  housed  from  home,  and  attention  was 
called  to  a  gross  case  of  overcrowding  at  30  Crescent,  where  there 
was  Measles,  with  the  result  that  abatement  was  secured  by  Formal 
Notice. 

Until  this  year,  I  have  never  permitted  myself  to  entertain 
school  closure  except  oh  the  grounds  of  possible  or  probable  benefit 
to  health  ;  and  even  this  year,  not  previous  to  December  15th,  when 
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possibly  the  nearness  of  the  holidays  may  have  inclined  me  in  a 
slight  degree  to  deviate  from  my  usual  custom.  Since  however  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  in  a  circular  issued 
September,  1905,  called  the  attention  of  Managers  to  the  financial 
importance  of  getting  their  schools  closed  without  undue  delay,  in  the 
case  of  the  outbreak  of  any  epidemic  or  infectious  disease,  it  seems 
to  me  the  Council  should  secure  uniformity  of  action  throughout  the 
County,  by  stating  at  what  point  of  non-attendance  of  children  it 
becomes  financially  important  to  close  them.  A  fall  of  10,  15,  or  20 
per  cent,  in  average  attendance  would  be  very  diffeiently  regarded  by 
different  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  there  are  many  who,  apart  from  considerations 
of  health,  would  consider  an  average  daily  attendance  of,  say  75  per 
cent  ,  a  sufficient  justification  to  keep  the  school  open,  so  that  the 
ratepayers  may  have  educational  value  for  their  money,  so  far  as  the 
75  per  cent.,  who  are  well  enough  to  attend  school,  k^onberned.  I 
fear  that  in  some  cases,  school  closure  for  a  period,  leads  to  over¬ 
crowding  of  schools  for  another  period.  If  this  be  so,  and  no 
allowance  is  made  for  this  beforehand  in  floor  space,  it  is  a  matter 
which  needs  investigation.  It  is  said  that  in  some  cases,  Teachers’ 
salaries  vary  according  to  whether  the  average  attendance  for  the 
year  at  their  School  falls  short  of,  or  is  in  excess  of,  a  given  number. 
If  so,  from  the  health  point  of  view,  the  sooner  the  system  of  payment 
is  changed,  the  better 

Although  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  were  unusually  numerous,  they 
caused  little  suffering.  Beyond  the  fact  that  a  Teacher,  in  whose 
bouse  the  disease  existed,  was  required  to  produce  a  Medical  Cer¬ 
tificate  before  resuming  duty,  there  is  nothing  needing  further 
comment.  Neither  does  Whooping  Cough  need  further  refe?ence 

With  regard  to  Diarrhoea  28  out  of  the  30  fatal  cases  occurred 
between  August  1 1th  and  October  13th,  and  nearly  all  of  them  in 
September,  which  was  an  abnormally  hot  month.  Fatal  Diarrhoea 
in  young  children  is  the  result  of  a  micro  organism  developed  in 
soil  surrounding  dwelling  houses  contaminated  by  organic  refuse. 
As  soon  as  the  ground  temperature  four  feet  from  the  surface 
reaches  a  temperature  of  56°  Fah.,  the  organism  assumes  greater 
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vitality,  and  becoming  air-borne  alights  on  food  and  drink,  and 
entering  the  body  sets  up  mischief.  The  heavy  clay  sub-soil  of 
Willenhall  favours  the  retention  of  organic  refuse,  and  many  of  the 
unmade  streets,  imperfectly  drained  courts  and  insanitary  conven¬ 
iences  encourage  pollution  of  the  soil.  Nuisances  were  found  and 
abated  at  30  Chapel  Green,  29  Cannon  Street,  12  Brick-kiln  Street, 
Court  1  Wednesfield  Road,  17  Railway  Street,  16  St.  Anne’s  Road 
and  5  Temple  Bar.  Insanitary  conveniences  were  found  at 
5  Clothier  Street,  15  Bray  Street  and  54  Walsall  Street,  and  Formal 
notices  to  abate  nuisance  have  not  yet  been  complied  with.  Formal 
notices  should  be  given  to  cause  all  premises  needing  it  to  be 
satisfactorily  connected  with  the  sewers  at  once  ;  all  open  ash-pits 
should  be  made  water-tight  above  and  below,  due  regard  being 
paid  to  ventilation  ;  or  failing  that,  stout  movable  galvanised  iron 
dustbins  of  approved  pattern  should  be  substituted  and  the  Council 
should  undertake  to  have  them  emptied  once  each  week.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  the  infants  who  died  from  Diarrhoea  were  hand 
fed  ;  and  as  a  result  more  liable  to  attack  than  those  brought  up  as 
nature  intended  they  should  be.  One  child  who  died  at  Blackpool 
from  Diarrhoea,  not  in  a  public  institution,  is  not  included  in 
my  returns,  and  I  have  no  evidence  that  the  disease  wras  not 
contracted  where  it  died. 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Consumption  were  29  and  from 
all  forms  of  Consumption  44,  a  greater  number  than  in  any  year 
since  1875,  prior  to  which  1  have  no  record.  The  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Consumption  per  10,000  persons  living  were  approxi¬ 
mately  15,  a  number  not  reached  except  in  1876  and  1900  ;  whilst 
from  all  forms  of  Consumption  they  were  22 '5,  a  number  only 
exceeded  in  1876.  Whilst  as  a  rule  deaths  in  Willenhall  from 
Consumption  have  been  considerably  less  than  in  the  rest  of 
England,  they  have  not  in  the  rest  of  England  reached  these  figures 
since  1893  and  1891  respectively.  Ilow  far  the  disease  has  become 
more  prevalent  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  the  meat  supply 
fully  described  in  my  last  annual  report,  and  how  far  it  may  have 
been  conveyed  by  milk,  I  am  unable  to  say.  Whilst  writing  this,  the 
second  interim  report  by  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  in  1901 
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to  investigate  the  subject  has  been  issued,  and  they  have  “  wholly 
failed”  to  discover  any  essential  difference  between  tubercle  in 

t/ 

bovine  and  other  animals.  The  general  conclusions  reached  are — 
“  d  here  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  •feke 
the  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the  human  subject,  especially  in 
child  ren,  is  the  direct  result  of  the  introduction  into  the  human 
body  of  the  bacillus  of  bovine  tuberculosis  ;  and  there  also  can  be 
no  doubt  that  in  the  majority  at  least  of  these  cases  the  bacillus  is 
introduced  through  cows’  milk.  Cows’  milk  containing  bovine 
tubercle  bac/illi  is  clearly  a  cause  of  tuberculosis,  and  of  fatal 
tuberculosis  in  man.”  “  A  very  considerable  amount  of  disease  and 
loss  of  life,  especially  among  the  young,  must  be  attributed  to  the 
consumption  of  cows’  milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli.  The  presence 
of  tubercle  in  cows’  milk  can  be  detected,  though  with  some 
difficulty,  if  the  proper  means  be  adopted,  and  such  milk  ought 
never  to  be  used  as  food.  There  is  far  less  difficulty  in  recognising 
clinically  that  a  cow  is  distinctly  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  in 
which  case  she  may  be  yielding  tuberculous  milk.  The  milk  com- 
ing  from  such  a  cow  ought  not  to  form  part  of  human  food,  and 
indeed  not  to  be  used  as  food  at  all.  Our  results  point  clearly  to 
the  necessity  of  measures  more  stringent  than  those  at  present 
enforced  being  taken  to  prevent  the  sale  or  the  consumption  of  such 
milk.”  This  report  seems  to  me  to  call  for  a  more  elaborate 
organisation  by  the  State  for  meat  inspection  by  trained  inspectors  ; 
and  to  the  need  for  the  periodical  examination  of  all  milch  cattle  by 
Veterinary  Surgeons.  My  suggestion  is  that  the  Council  shall 
have  all  the  dairy  cattle  supplying  milk  for  local  consumption 
examined  for  tubercle  without  delay. 

The  Washington  Lyons  Steam  Disinfector  was  worked  on  133 
days,  998  lots  of  bedding  and  clothing  were  disinfected  and  one 
mattress  was  destroyed.  One  hundred  and  sixty-four  houses  and 
seven  schools  were  disinfected  with  sulphur. 

With  regard  to  properties  on  which  reports  were  made  during 
the  year  and  in  previous  years,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me 
that  the  work  required  to  be  done  at  24  and  25  Mill  Street,  and  at 
12,  13,  14  and  15  Riley  Street  has  been  done  to  the  satisfaction  of 


your  Surveyor  ;  that  tap  water  lias  been  provided  at  Mr.  Cole’s 
farm,  Bunker’s  Hill,  Mr.  Alexander’s  cowshed,  Noose  Lane,  and 
Mr.  Davis’  property  at  the  Crescent  ;  that  plans  have  been  passed  for 
the  erection  of  new  cowsheds  at  Mr.  Proffitt’s,  Rose  Hill,  but  the 
work  has  not  yet  been  done  :  that  he  has  still  difficulty  in  keeping 
the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Griffiths’  cowsheds,  Market  Place,  as  clean  as  it 
should  be  ;  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  Mr.  Cash’s  cow¬ 
shed,  Hioffi  Street — a  much  needed  work  ;  that  the  condition  of  55 
New  Street,  93  High  Street,  61  Wednesfield  Road  and  of  Mr.  Ely’s 
premises,  Stafford  Street,  remains  as  before  ;  that  no  license  has 
been  granted  Mr.  Millerchip,  for  a  slaughter-house  in  Cross  Street, 
but  that  the  premises  are  so  used  ;  that  17  Upper  Lichfield  Street 
has  not  since  been  tenanted,  but  18  and  19  have  been  put  into 
better  order  ;  that  a  new  tipper  has  been  supplied  to  waste-water 
closet  at  1  St.  Anne’s  Terrace,  but  in  all  other  respects  the  Terrace 
is,  as  it  was  ;  that  Formal  Notices  to  improve  the  drainage  of  several 
properties  in  Corner  Street  have  not  been  complied  with  ;  that  over¬ 
crowding  in  Lower  Lichfield  Street  was  abated,  after  prosecution  ; 
and  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  abate  the  nuisance  on  Mr. 
Read’s  property,  Railway  Street,  alleged  to  be  due  to  a  fan  at  work 
on  Mr.  S.  Parkes’  factory  adjacent  to  it. 

A  summary  of  work  done  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  will 
be  found  in  Table  6.  Four  hundred  and  twelve  blockages  of  drains 
and  waste-water  closets  removed  by  the  Council’s  men  is  suggestive 
of  deliberate  mischief  or  bad  construction.  Over  7000  loads  of 
refuse  were  removed  from  ashpits,  dustbins  and  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences.  Galvanised  iron  dustbins  are  coming  into  use  rapidly,  in  place 
of  ashpits.  8o  far  they  seem  to  have  been  a  decided  improvement, 
but  to  be  a  permanent  success  they  must  be  emptied  once  a  week 
or  oftener.  One  hundred  and  fifty-three  houses — making  3,278 
altogether — were  connected  with  the  sewers  ;  43  waste-water  and 
12  wash-down  water  closets  were  substituted  for  31  privy  cess-pits  ; 
27  ashpits  were  demolished  ;  plans  for  the  erection  of  77  new  houses 
were  passed,  and  62  houses  wrere  actually  built.  Two  samples  of 
drinking  water  were  taken  and  condemned  ;  one  man  was  success¬ 
fully  prosecuted  for  exposing  for  sale  meat  unfit  for  human 
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consumption  ;  one  prosecution  to  secure  better  house  drainage 
attained  the  end  desired  ;  two  new  houses  were  connected  with 
dumb-wells  in  Bilston  Road,  because  there  are  no  sewers  there — these 
will  require  regular  and  careful  attention  if  a  nuisance  is  to  be 
avoided  ;  and  77  lbs.  of  fish,  tainted  with  some  disinfectant,  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 

On  the  whole  there  has  been  considerable  improvement  over 
the  previous  year,  in  the  work  done  in  the  I.O. N.  department,  but 
there  is  still  need  for  its  better  organisation.  I  will  give  the 
subject  of  its  organisation  more  attention  this  year  ;  but  out  of  the 
numerous  books  I  found  imperfectly  in  use,  it  lias  proved  more 
difficult  to  evolve  a  simqile  system  than  I  anticipated  ;  and  in  a 
town  as  large  as  this,  with  present  day  requirements,  none  but  a 
system  that  is  simple  will  succeed,  so  long  as  there  is  only  one 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  unless  the  Inspector  be  a  most  exceptional 
man  in  intelligence  and  quickness  of  observation. 

My  suggestions  are  that  the  Council  instruct  the  Inspector  to 
proceed  this  year  on  the  lines  laid  down  for  him  on  Page  14  in 
my  last  Annual  Report,  and  particularly  that  he  forthwith  prepare 
and  present  to  the  Council  a  statement  of  all  properties  not  yet 
connected  with  the  sewers,  so  that  they  may  be  in  a  position  to 
issue  formal  notices  to  secure  the  desired  result. 

Numerous  complaints  reached  me  of  very  offensive  effluvia 
arising  from  the  use  of  liquid  excremental  night-soil  for  agricul¬ 
tural  purposes  on  land  adjoining  the  main  road  through  Bentley  to 
Walsall — and  not  without  just  cause.  I  therefore  advise  the  Council 
to  endeavour  to  get  the  Walsall  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  to  make 
a  bye  law  similar  to  Bye-law  11  relating  to  Nuisances  in  Willenhall, 
and  to  enforce  it  when  made.  The  bye-law  has  done  much  good  in 
Willenhall  and  Short  Heath. 

There  are  357  Workshops  on  the  Register,  of  which  266  are 
occupied.  Details  of  trades  carried  on  will  he  found  in  Table  8. 
Ninety-one  void  workshops  indicate  the  growing  effect  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  steam,  gas,  and  electric  power  in  factories  has  on  the  smaller 
occupiers.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  inspections  of  factories  and 
workshops  were  made,  resulting  in  removal  of  10  nuisances,  improved 
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ventilation  in  one  instance,  and  limewashing  of  48  premises.  The 
workshop  in  Biley  Street,  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  has 
been  closed.  Formal  Notices  to  provide  increased  and  separate 
sanitary  accommodation  for  the  sexes  at  Messrs.  Tarbuck  and  Squire's* 
New  Eailway  Street,  Mr.  Benton’s,  Doctor’s  Piece,  and  better  sanitary 
accommodation  at  Mr.  Kempson’s,  10  John  Street,  have  not  been 
complied  with.  An  Informal  Notice  to  remedy  defective  ash-pit 
roof  and  provide  more  suitable  accommodation  at  Mr.  Buggins’,  5 
Clothier  Street,  has  not  been  complied  with.  At  Mr.  Dudley’s, 
Wolverhampton  Street,  the  shop  window  is  reported  to  overlook  an 
ash-pit,  in  a  manner  calculated  to  injure  health  Eight  defects 
reported  in  1905  were  remedied  in  1906.  The  bake-houses  have 
been  kept  in  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Special  regulations  for 
file-cutters  have  been  fairly  well  observed.  A  great  improvement 
has  been  effected  in  the  atmosphere  of  Messrs.  John  Harper  and  Co.’s 
enamelling  shop,  calculated  to  reduce  the  risk  of  lead  poisoning,  by 
the  putting  in  of  a  powerful  new  fan  worked  by  a  special  engine. 
Failure  to  fix  the  Factory  Abstract  was  reported  to  His  Majesty’s 
Inspector  in  one  case  ;  in  every  other  place  inspected  it  was  reported 
to  be  fixed,  wherever  it  was  legally  required.  In  one  case  the  cubic 
capacity  was  given  to  enable  Form  46  to  be  put  up.  This  Form  is 
rarely  found  up — but  I  think  I  can  say  with  confidence  there  is  no 
overcrowding.  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  is  in  force  in  the  District.  Correspondence  with  His 
Majesty’s  Inspector  has  resulted  in  the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary 
accommodation  at  Mr.  Hollowood’s,  Union  Street.  In  all  other  cases 
of  reported  unsuitability  of  sanitary  accommodation,  it  is  said  the 
workshops  have  become  void.  Previous  to  October,  no  Outworkers’ 
List  had  been  received  from  Employers.  On  receipt  of  a  circular 
from  the  Home  Office  dated  October  4th,  I  drew  up  a  printed  notice, 
a  copy  of  which  is  attached,  and  directed  one  should  be  sent  by  post 
to  each  of  the  proprietors  of  90  Factories  and  to  all  Workshop 
Occupiers  on  the  register.  In  response  to  this  notice,  14  Outworkers’ 
Lists  referring  to  the  employment  of  51  outworkers  in  the  lock  trade 
have  been  received  once.  These  lists  should  be  sent  in  twice  each 
year,  in  February  and  August,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
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see  thac  they  are  sent  in  and  examined.  None  of  the  outworkers 
premises  were  examined  in  1906,  after  the  lists  were  received,  but  22 
of  them  had  al  ready  been  examined  in  the  ordinary  course  of  workshop 
inspection.  I  believe  there  are  no  tenement  workshops,  no  laundries, 
and  no  workplaces  in  the  town — that  is  to  say,  all  places  of  work  are 
either  registered  workshops  or  are  factories,  within  the  .meaning  of 
the  Factory  Act.  I  believe  there  are  no  unwholesome  outworkers 
premises  (section  108)  in  the  town,  though  there  are  some  capable  of 
being  improved.  No  outwork  was  done  in  infected  premises  (sections 
109  and  110)  ;  but  arrangements  satisfactory  to  me,  wrere  made  and 
observed,  on  the  infected  premises  of  two  tailors  and  two  dressmakers 
during  the  continuance  of  infection,  where  no  outworkers  were 
employed.  The  lists  of  Outworker^  have  been  examined,  and  11 
addresses  of  Outworkers  were  forwarded  to  other  Councils,  but  not 
before  the  year  had  ended.  The  majority  of  these  were  in  Short 
Heath,  and  although  I  have  not  seen  the  lists,  there  is  practically  no 
doubt  every  workshop  in  Short  Heath  is  known  to  me,  and  from  time 
to  time  examined  by  me.  There  are  no  workshops  having  wet 
floors  ;  and  there  is  no  underground  bake-house.  I  am  unable  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  whether  all  the  factories  and  workshops  are 
provided  with  sufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire— a  duty  put 
upon  the  Council  to  see  to. 

Lower  Hall  Street  (commonly  known  as  the  Turk’s  Head  Yard), 
West  Street  and  Field  Street  have  been  made  under  the  Private 
Streets  Works  Act  1892.  The  first  named  has  been  taken  over  by 
the  Council  and  it  is  understood  the  others  will  be  soon.  Leve 
Lane  and  Middle  Gardens  have  been  repaved  and  improved 
generally,  and  a  few  other  small  alleys  and  passages  have  also 
been  improved.  One  hundred  and  fifty- one  houses  were  connected 
with  the  sewers.  There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  sewer  along 
the  Wolverhampton  Road — hence  the  perpetuation  of  the  dumb- 
well  nuisance  at  the  rear  of  Mr.  Cartwright’s  property.  Storms  in 
the  summer  indicated  the  probability  that  the  arrangements  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Walsall  Road  Sewer  fully  described  in  my  last 
annual  report  still  needed  some  improvement.  All  silt  has  again 
been  removed,  the  sewer  has  been  regularly  flushed  and  it  is  hoped 
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a  slight  alteration  in  the  level  of  the  relief  outlet  may  be  possible 
and  shortly  effected. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  and  County  Council  was  called  to 
the  need  of  further  powers  to  deal  with  ice-creams  suspected  to 
have  been  made  on  infected  premises,  either  by  Act  or  Bye-law. 

A  suggestion  was  also  renewed  for  the  employment  in  dry 
weather,  especially  in  the  summer  months,  of  Street  Orderly  Boys, 
to  collect  horse-droppings  from  the  main  thoroughfares. 

There  is  still  reason  to  believe  Diachylon  is  being  sold  or  used 
for  the  deliberate  purpose  of  procuring  abortion. 

The  public  water  supply  was  satisfactory. 

One  piece  of  beef  containing  a  calculus  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  food  and  destroyed. 

Four  hundred  and  two  children  were  successfully  ATiccinated, 
none  were  re- vaccinated,  none  were  insusceptible  of  Vaccination, 
27  Exemption  Orders  were  received  and  the  Vaccination  of  24  was 
postponed. 

Nine  hundred  and  eighty  certificates  were  issued  to  Elementary 
School  Teachers  advising  exclusion  from  school  for  defined  periods 
for  various  causes,  involving  the  exclusion  also  of  1321,  who  were 
not  themselves  ill. 

The  Nursing  Association  did  excellent  work.  What  is  needed 
now  is  an  offer  from  some  wealthy  person  to  provide  a  highly  trained 
Nurse  or  Woman  Inspector,  to  work  amongst  the  children,  and 
especially  the  babies,  of  the  poor ;  and  to  teach  young  Mothers 
something  about  the  proper  clothing  and  feeding  of  their  offspring. 
A  decline  in  infant  mortality  in  a  short  period  would  be  their 
reward. 

There  are  still  many  streets  which  have  not  been  made  and 

taken  over  by  the  Council.  Amongst  the  worst  are  Monday  Alley 

and  Mount  Pleasant,  off  Birmingham  Street.  I  hope  the  Council 

will  take  these  and  others  in  hand  this  year 

«/ 
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All  but  3  of  the  deaths  were  certified  by  Doctor  or  Coroner. 
The  Tables  required  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  County  Council  and  the  Home  Office  will  be  forwarded, 
and  in  substance  are  appended  hereto.  A  copy  of  notice  issued  in 
June  is  also  appended. 


Wi lien  hall, 

February  16th,  1906. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  T.  IJARTILL, 


M.O.H 
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Notice  Issued  by  Council  June,  1906. 


All  persons  in  charge  of  Children  suffering  from  Measles  are 
hereby  cautioned  that  the  Council  will  take  proceedings  against 
anyone  permitting  such  children  to  go  to  School  or  to  appear  in 
public  thoroughfares  or  places  too  soon  after  recovery  as  the 
disease  is  extremely  contagious. 

All  children  suffering  from  Measles  should  be  kept  very  warm 
and  if  possible  in  their  bedrooms  for  at  least  three  weeks  from  the 
date  of  the  rash,  or  longer  if  there  be  any  cough  or  peeling  of  the 
skin.  Measles  is  contagious  before  the  rash  appears.  If  suspected, 
other  children  should  be  kept  away  for  three  or  four  days  until  it  is 
seen  whether  the  rash  characteristic  of  Measles  comes  out. 

All  discharges  from  the  mouth  and  nose  should  be  burnt,  and 
the  bed  and  body  clothing  used  by  the  sufferers  should  be  boiled 
and  washed  with  Calvert’s  Carbolic  Soap  immediately  after 
removal,  or  after  burial  if  death  occurs. 

Isolation  from  other  children  in  the  same  house  is  desirable 
where  there  is  sufficient  accommodation. 

All  children  suffering  from  Measles  must  be  kept  from  School 
for  four  weeks  or  longer  if  not  quite  well,  and  all  other  children 
living  in  houses  where  there  is  Measles  must  be  kept  away  for  a 
like  period. 

Measles  is  too  often  regarded  as  a  trivial  disease.  It  is  so 
dangerous  that  367,602  died  from  it  in  England  and  Wales  in  40 
years,  and  it  is  about  ten  and  a  half  times  more  fatal  under  five 
years  of  age  than  it  is  at  all  ages  above.  This  means  that  the 
younger  the  child  is,  the  more  care  and  attention  it  will  require,  if 
attacked  by  Measles. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  the  public  is  invited  in  order  that 
the  Council  may  not  haye  to  prosecute  anyone. 

John  T.  Hartill, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  for  19C6  and  Previous  Years. 
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Rate.* 

1 

9 

3 

4 

5 

6 

.  7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1896 

17664 

649 

36  7 

120 

18L8 

314 

17-7 

13 

327 

18-5 

1897 

17831 

720 

403 

164 

227-7 

414 

23-2 

1898 

1 8000 

717 

39-8 

149 

207-8 

392 

2L7 

9 

401 

22'2 

1899 

18170 

650 

35*7 

127 

195-3 

371 

20-4 

14 

385 

211 

1900 

18342 

697 

38-0 

118 

169-2 

340 

18-5 

18 

358 

19 -5 

1901 

18515 

656 

35-4 

139 

21L8 

365 

19-7 

13 

378 

20-4 

1902 

18731 

654 

34-9 

99 

15L3 

294 

15-6 

23 

317 

16-9 

1903 

18863 

633 

335 

102 

16L1 

315 

18-2 

31 

376 

19-9 

1901 

19001 

643 

33-8 

108 

167-9 

319 

18-3 

34 

383 

20-1 

1905 

19179 

591 

30-8 

82 

138-7 

j 

261 

13-6 

34 

295 

15-3 

Averages 
for  years 
1896-1905 

18430 

661 

35*8 

120 

18L5 

344 

18-6 

0 

0 

1906  ■ 

19460 

589 

30-2 

97 

1646 

317 

16-2 

0 

0 

45 

362 

18*6 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8>  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  popu.ation. 


Rv  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  District  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  m 
public  institutions  there  ;  and  by  the  term  “Residents  ”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  District  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 


Notf _ Before  j 895  it  was  not  possible  to  get  particulars  of  deaths  of  persons  from  the  District  within  the  Union  House  at 

Wolverhampton,  separately  from  Short  Heath,  which  was  governed  locally  by  a  separate  Local  Board,  although  until  then  in  the 
Township  of  Willenhall.  In  1897  I  could  not  get  the  particulars. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  ...  1249 


Total  population  at  all  ages  18515  j 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3614  - 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  5T  j 


At  Census  of  1901. 


21 


Table  2. 

LOCALITIES. 


Not  filled  up,  as  there  are  no  recognised  divisions 

of  known  population. 


Table  3 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Certified  or  Notified 

during  the  Year. 


At  all 

At  Ages — Years. 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

1-  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Diphtheria... 

8 

... 

3 

5 

.  ,  , 

... 

.  .  . 

Erysipelas  ... 

21 

... 

3 

3 

11 

4 

Scai  let  Fever 

168 

2 

37 

115 

5 

9 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

... 

1 

5 

4 

. . . 

... 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

... 

Totals  ... 

213 

2 

41 

128 

14 

24 

4 

Cases  of  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

in  same  period. 


At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

1 

1  to  5 

5  to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Measles 

560 

25 

297 

237 

1 

#  .  * 

•  •  • 

Chicken  Pox 

160 

10 

87 

62 

... 

1 

... 

Whooping  Cough... 

71 

13 

46 

12 

... 

... 

... 

Mumps 

24 

1 

2 

21 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea  ... 

62 

20 

18 

2 

5 

13 

4 

Influenza  ... 

8 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

1 

23 


Topics  4* 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 
subjoined  Ages. 


All 

Ages 


U  nder 
i  year 


i  and 
under 
5 


5  and 
u  nder 

15 


15  and  25  and 
under  under 


25 


65 


65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 


Small-pox 


Measles  ... 

14 

3 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

5 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  ) 

croup  ...  ...  ...  j 

Croup 

2 

2 

[Typhus 

Fever  \  Enteric 

3 

1 

1 

1 

( Other  continued 

1 

1 

Epidemic  Influenza 

4 

2 

2 

Cholera  ... 

Plague 

[Diarrhoea 

34 

21 

10 

1 

2 

Enteritis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever... 

4 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

I 

1 

Phthisis  ...  ...  . 

29 

1 

3 

25 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

15 

3 

7 

4 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

1 

5 

3 

Bronchitis 

25 

9 

4 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

20 

5 

5 

1 

2 

7 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  [ 

Organs  ...  ...  ...  j 

4 

3 

1 

Alcoholism  ...  ...  ...  j 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  j 

2 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth 

9 

9 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  1 

Parturition  ...  ...  j 

4 

1 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

26 

I 

3 

3 

*5 

4 

Accidents... 

5 

4 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Natural  Causes  accelerated  by) 

Neglect  ...  ...  ...  j 

I 

*■ 

Cardiac  failure  following  ad-) 

1 

ministration  of  Chloroform  / 

All  other  causes 

136 

38 

t6 

4 

3 

33 

42 

All  causes  ... 

362 

97 

65 

j  17 

!  17 

106 

60 

Total  Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions 

in  the  District. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

ALL  J 
CAUSES.  | 

Certified  ... 

Uncertified 

12 

1 

4 

5 

5 

26 

1 

5 

10 

11 

5 

4 

3 

1 

6 

6 

9 

5 

5 

95 

2 

r  Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Common 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria:  Croup 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

k  Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

r  Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

17 

Diarrhoeal 
Diseases.  " 

Enteritis  ) 

( not  Tuberculous)  j 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  \ 

,  intestinal  Catarrh  f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

'  Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

1 

8 

1 

9 

Congenital  Defects 

4 

2 

6 

1 

7 

Wasting  ^ 
Diseases. 

Injury  at  Birth 

i 

Want  of  Breast-milk 

1 

1 

- 

Atrophy,  Debility,  \ 

c  Marasmus  / 

4 

3 

2 

9 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

21 

'  Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis :  \ 
Tabes  Mesenterica  / 

Other  Tuberculous  \ 

v  Diseases  / 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

m 

Rickets 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis  \ 

(  not  Tuberculous )  j 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Laryngitis  ... 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

1 

9 

ImJ 

5 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

13 

4 

5 

5 

27 

5 

10 

11 

5 

4 

4 

6 

6 

9 

5 

5 

97 

Births  in  the  year 


Deaths  in  the  year 


Legitimate  . 

574 

Illegitimate  . 

15 

Legitimate  infants  . . . 

91 

Illegitimate  infants  ... 

6 

Population  ... 


...  19,460 


Deaths  from  all  causes — inclusive  of  those  in  public  j 
institutions  outside  district  ... 


362 


’*S- 
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1 


r 
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« 


i 

* 


j 

i 


\ 
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Table  6. 


Summary  of 


Work  by  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


under  my  supervision. 
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cu 

Dwelling  f  Foul  Conditions  5 

28 

3 

29 

15 

Houses  |  Structural  Defects  ( 

1231 

31 

1 

46 

12 

and  |  Overcrowding  | 

48 

5 

48 

32 

1 

Schools  l  Unfit  for  Habitation  J 

1 

1 

1 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds 

33 

7 

1 

9 

4 

Bakehouses 

58 

3 

4 

3 

Other  Workshops  and  Factories 

181 

19 

19 

18 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

53 

2 

2 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

1155 

91 

29 

123 

56 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure... 

38 

27 

5 

31 

22 

Water  Closets 

98 

60 

5 

60 

45 

ii  f  Defective  Traps  1 

ouse  J  p)jsconnecti0n  J- 

Drainage  p  )ther  Faults  ...  / 

16 

35 

13 

27 

4 

21 

13 

29 

4 

12 

125 

82 

27 

85 

51 

1 

Water  Supply 

16 

8 

2 

8 

7 

Pigsties  and  Animals  im-  \ 
properly  kept...  ...  / 

25 

4 

5 

4 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

116 

76 

11 

81 

54 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Food  ... 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

,,  „  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  ... 

Notices  to  Surveyor  re  new  buildings  and  sanitary  conveniences  for 
■  Workshops 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  ,,  ,,  „  ,,  . 

Formal  Notices  in  1903.  1904  and  1905  complied  with  in  190G 
Formal  Notices  in  1904  and  1905  not  yet  complied  with 
Formal  Notices  in  1906  not  yet  complied  with,  covering  several  defects, 
but  in  most  cases  Nuisances  in  process  of  abatement 


2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

999 

164 

7 

21 

8 


35 


26 


'Ta.tole  7. 

Shewing  Certificates  to  Elementary  School  Authorities  advising  ex¬ 
clusion  of  Scholars  from  infected  houses  for  specified  periods  during 
the  School  year  ended  November  30th,  1906,  including  those  granted 
in  the  previous  School  year,  the  effect  of  which  had  not  expired  on 
December  1st,  1905. 


Certificates  of 
Infected  Persons 

Healthy 

Absentees. 

County  Council  Schools,  Little  London 

148 

202 

,,  ,,  ,,  Portobello 

140 

171 

,,  ,,  Central 

141 

122 

,,  ,,  ,,  Walsall  Road 

134 

186 

,,  ,,  ,,  Russell  Street 

125 

171 

St.  Giles’  National  Schools 

98 

142 

St.  Anne’s  ,,  ,, 

29 

56 

Wesleyan  Methodist  ,, 

143 

232 

St  Mary’s  Catholic  ,, 

22 

39 

Totals 

980 

1321 

Abstract  o  Particulars  asked  for  by  Home  Office. 


Factories — Inspections 

18 

Notices 

3 

Workshops —  ,, 

239 

9  9  ... 

16 

Homeworkers’  Premises — Inspections 

22 

9  9  ... 

0 

Defects  found  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

48 

Remedied  ... 

48 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

2 

99  ... 

1 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

15 

99  •  *  * 

10 

Defective  Sanitary  [ 
Accommodation  j 

3 

99  *  *  * 

0 

Sanitary  Accommodation  | 

0 

not  separate  for  sexes  I 

1 

9  9  *  *  * 

Other  Offences 

2 

9  9  *  •  • 

2 

Other  Matters  : — 

Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  to  H.  M .  Inspector  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  in  use  ... 

Home  work  : — 

Lists  Received  ...  14  Outworkers 

Addresses  forwarded  to  other  Councils  after  con-  { 
elusion  of  year  ... 


Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  1906 — 357 
Chief  Trades  therein  : — 

Lock,  Key  and  Latch  Manufacture 
File  Cutting 

Other  Hardware  Manufacture 
Articles  of  Dress 
Workers  in  Wood  and  Iron 
Bakehouses 
Sundry  Trades  ... 

Void— General  Trades... 

Void — Bakehouses 


Occupied 


1 

2 

2 

0 

51 

11 

266 

143 

11 

13 

23 
37 

24 
15 
84 

7 


